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3. Off-Highway Vehicles / Shooting Quadrant
The Off-Highway Vehicle / Shooting Quadrant represents the 
Southwest quadrant of Van Buren County. These uses are the most 
appropriate for this area of the county due to the existing recreational 
opportunities in this quadrant of: OHV use on private property 
(confirmed by charrette participants, Big Poplar, a giant Tulip Poplar 
tree that is historically and culturally signficant to county residents, 
the Hard Times USA private campground that is open to the public 
for annual events, and Dead Zero Shooting Park, a full-service 
Shooting Park providing a wide variety of shooting ranges, a Pro 
Shop/Club House, Outdoor Pavilion, certifications, training, and 
much more. By increasing OHV and shooting opportunities in this 
quadrant, the existing facilities will get better use and the quadrant 
will be self-sufficient as it pertains to parks and recreation. The other 
use quadrants will serve to provide compatible uses that do not 
detract from the uses of this quadrant, but rather provide additional 
recreational opportunities that allow for a longer stay, thereby 
increasing potential economic benefits for the county. Compatible 
uses for pedestrian and bicycle trails could also be integrated in this 
quadrant to provide additional multimodal transportation options 
for the region while promoting the history of the railroad and Trail 
of Tears in the county. 

4. Equestrian / Mountain Biking Quadrant
The Equestrian / Mountain Biking Quadrant represents the 
Southeast quadrant of Van Buren County. These uses are the most 
appropriate for this area of the county due to the existing recreational 
opportunities in this quadrant of: Fall Creek Falls State Park and Fall 
Creek Falls Riding Stables. By increasing equestrian and mountain 
biking opportunities in this quadrant, the existing facilities will get 
better use and the quadrant will be self-sufficient as it pertains to 
parks and recreation. The other use quadrants will serve to provide 
compatible uses that do not detract from the uses of this quadrant, 
but rather provide additional recreational opportunities that allow 
for a longer stay, thereby increasing potential economic benefits for 
the county. While the existing facilities at Fall Creek Falls Riding 
Stables provide for a good equestrian user base, the addition of new 
trails and equestrian facilities will increase user capacity as well as 
user days. This quadrant will be best realized through public-private 
partnerships between the county, state, and local stakeholders / 
property owners. 
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Left:  Van Buren County Parks & Recreation 
Master Plan and Connectivity
(Map, 2017: Will Hargrove)

The map on the page to the right illustrates 
the Van Buren County Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan and the connectivity between the 
various recreational assets within the county. 
The planning team is proposing design 
interventions in the form of development 
scenarios for six locations: Blueway Trailhead 
at Bone Cave Community Center, OHV 
Camp at Rocky River Community Center, 
Equestrian Park at Piney Fire Department, Fall 
Creek Falls Community Center Renovation, 
Cummingsville Visitors’ Center, and the 
City of Spencer Sports Complex. These 
sites, in combination with the existing parks 
at Fall Creek Falls State Park, Spencer City 
Park, Bone Cave State Park, and the under-
construction Van Buren County Community 
Park, will serve Van Buren County residents 
recreation needs over the next 10-20 years. 

Van Buren County Parks and Recreation Master Plan
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Image Right: Van Buren County Geology Map 
Source: http://www.surveymonkey.com 

The drawing to the right represents a 
Geology & Topography Analysis Map for 
Van Buren County. The map illustrates 
varying topography as a gradient of greys, 
showing the discrepancy of topography 
across the county that makes it difficult 
to provide centralized recreation 
opportunities. Although the communities 
throughout the county are not too far 
away from one another as the crow flies, 
transportation by automobile between the 
communities takes quite some time due to 
topographic changes. These topographic 
changes also provide opportunity for 
various adventure tourism activities 
including off-highway vehicles (OHV), 
Equestrian riding, hiking, rock climbing, 
etc., as well as providing opportunities 
for blueway development for canoeing 
and kayaking along the Caney Fork 
River, Rocky River, and Cane Creek.
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Van Buren County Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan Van Buren County, Tennessee

Van Buren County received funding from the 
Recreation Education Services division of the 
Tennessee Department of Environment and 
Conservation (TDEC) for a county-wide parks and 
recreation master plan and Farmer | Morgan was 
chosen to complete the plan. A series of public 
workshops were conducted and the recreational, 
cultural, economic, geographic, and geological 
conditions of the county were analyzed by the 
planning team. From this, it was concluded that 
the county was geographically divided into four 
quadrants with unique cultural and geological 
features, based on which specific recreational 
activities were defined for each quadrant:-

Quadrant 1: Hiking/Camping Activities;
Quadrant 2: Water-Related Activities; 
Quadrant 3: OHV Activities; 
Quadrant 4: Equestrian and Mountain Biking 
Activities. 

Farmer | Morgan made specific recreation 
development and funding recommendations 
based on this analysis, as part of the overall plan.


